Lesson Plan Project Report

By Michelle Lynn
Project URL: 

http://www.thelynnsweb.com/portfolio/otherfiles/Lesson_Plan_Brain_Mlynn_final.doc  
Problem or Need:

Build skills with presentation software within the context of the solar system unit being studied in the classroom. The lesson plan was developed based on James E. Zull’s The Art of Changing the Brain. This book was a fascinating read about the process of thinking and learning as biological processes that are based in the brain.
Goals and Objectives:
1. Context:

1.1. Learners: 
The learners are 3rd grade students in the computer lab. These students take computer lab once each week. They are familiar with computer basics, browsing the internet, using Google and other basic computer skills. PowerPoint is new to many of them but they have seen PowerPoint presentations in their classroom and in school assemblies. 


1.2. Goal for Instruction: 
There are two goals for this lesson. The first is to begin to build PowerPoint skills in these 3rd grade students. The second is to reinforce knowledge about the solar system.


1.3. Need for Instruction: 
PowerPoint is a program that has been in existence for more than a decade and will probably be around far into the future. These students will probably be required to use this popular presentation software before they leave elementary school and will certainly be expected to know how to use PowerPoint when they enter middle school. Learning PowerPoint within the context of a subject they are concurrently studying will provide an authentic example of PowerPoint applications. It will also provide an opportunity for deeper learning about the topic of the solar system.


2. Objectives:
2.1. Session 1: Define “presentation software” and when it might be used. 

2.2. Session 2: Identify the key tools in PowerPoint used to create a basic slide show.

2.3. Session 1: Use PowerPoint to build a simple slide show while following the instructor’s step by step directions.

2.4. Session 2: Create a PowerPoint slide show more independently than in session 2 by using a “PowerPoint tip sheet”.
2.5. Session 3: Using PowerPoint narration, describe how it would look and feel to fly over each planet in the solar system utilizing prior knowledge from the solar system unit.
Analysis of Learners:
Method:
The lesson plan will be carried out in the computer lab during approximately three 40 minute sessions.
Evaluation:
Although a copy of a student’s presentation could not be obtained for this portfolio, the presentations were reviewed based on the following criteria:

2.6. Reflection: 
The students will be asked throughout each session to give the instructor verbal feedback on the following:

2.6.1. Do they understand the instructions?

2.6.2. Do they have any questions?

2.6.3. What task did they enjoy the most?

2.6.4. What task was the most difficult?

2.7.  Final Product: 
Although the final PowerPoint presentation is not graded or assigned points, it will be the best tool to evaluate whether learning has been achieved. Reviewing each child’s PowerPoint presentation will reveal:

2.7.1. PowerPoint competence:  Did they use all the tools reviewed during the teaching sessions and on the “tip sheet”? Did they do further exploration and experiment with other tools in PowerPoint?

2.7.2. Knowledge of the solar system: Did they give a sufficient description of the planets in the solar system as was covered in their solar system unit? Did the information in their presentation reflect further research and understanding of the solar system?

Findings/Reflection:

The students thoroughly enjoyed the lessons. Searching for images about their planet was one of the more favorite activities although they also enjoyed narrating their slide a great deal. Each student wanted their narration to be “perfect” so we found that most students recorded their narration several times. Because of this, we quickly utilized the flexibility of the exercise by reducing the amount of slides required in the presentation.

I feel reinforcing classroom knowledge in the context of multimedia technology is a powerful learning tool. Watching the excitement of each child as they listened to their own voice was a fulfilling moment. Along with Zull’s brain-based learning benefits, this lesson also brought to mind the learning processes reported by Richard E. Mayer in his book Multimedia Learning. He states that “students learn better when words are presented as spoken text rather than written text”. Although this project was not graded, the students were certainly engaged and fascinated with PowerPoint as a multimedia tool. I feel the lesson was a fun and effective method for these students to reinforce knowledge of the solar system.
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